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Exploring the Future of Nursing 
 

On 30 July 2019, a daylong workshop was held at the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and 

0HGLFLQH��6SRQVRUHG�E\�WKH�5REHUW�:RRG�-RKQVRQ�)RXQGDWLRQ¶V�3LRQHHU�3RUWIROLR��WKH�ZRUNVKRS��ZKLFK�

was led by Futurist Amy Webb of the Future Today Institute (FTI) produced a broad range of emerging 

signals and trends, a list of uncertainties and recommendations. 

The purpose of this day-long workshop was to support a national cadre of leaders to inform their 

assessment of the capacity of the nursing profession to meet the anticipated health and social care 

demands from 2020 to 2030. Workshop participants learned more about the future of Artificial 

Intelligence, learned about and utilized strategic foresight tools, and spent time sharing and categorizing 

signals of the future in an effort to derive emerging trends that may affect the future of nursing.

https://futuretodayinstitute.com/
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10 trends3 that may be important to the Future of Nursing 

1. Increasing prevalence and severity of climate-change related illnesses. 

2. Increasing variation in local and state legislation and regulation that affects health. 

3. 0RUH�GHPDQG�IRU�³RQ-GHPDQG´�KHDOWK�FDUH� 

4. More information from algorithms for nurses to consider in care decisions. 

5. 
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Envisioning the Future 

 

In five, ten, and fifty years: 
 

Future of Work 

 Who employs nurses? 

 When and where do nurses work? 

 What new services will nurses provide? 

 With whom do nurses work? 

 Who is a nurse? 
 
Future of Technology 

 
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Future Scenarios  

Below are a set of five scenarios, or stories, meant to draw on some of the signals that were uncovered 

during the workshop and intended to stretch the time horizon of the committee members who are 

gathered to think about the future of nursing. 

 

Nurses drive a specially equipped car that is full of lab equipment 

Lucia handed her son one final cotton ball for the finishing touches on his weather diorama and told her 
daughter it was almost time to catch the bus. Lucia walked outside of her door and smiled when she saw 
WKH�8EHU�0HG�FDU�SDUNHG�LQ�KHU�GULYHZD\��³-XVW�RQ�WLPH��OLNH�DOZD\V�´�VKH�FKXFNOHG�WR�KHUVHOI��6KH�MXPSHG�
into the bacN�DQG�FRXOGQ¶W�KHOS�EXW�PDUYHO�DW�KRZ�PXFK�KHU�OLIH�KDG�FKDQJHG�LQ�WKH�ODVW�IHZ�\HDUV� 
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³:KDW¶V�6DP¶V�FKDOOHQJH"´ Susan asked, feeling a lump in her throat and pressing a button on her 
bracelet to produce a shock in her brain to help her listen attentively. 

³2XU�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�GDWD�ZH�FROOHFWHG�IURP�KHU�JODVVHV��FORWKLQJ��WRLOHW��FKDLU��EHG�DQG�PLUURU�OHDGV�XV�WR�
predict that Sam is in the very early stages of depression. Generally, for cases like these, we adjust the 
situation remotely, but we know that you have a preference for face-to-robot communication, so I thought 
,�ZRXOG�VWRS�E\�´ 

³+PPP��,�GLG�QRWLFH�WKDW�VKH was eating less and going to her room earlier in the evening. Does it look 
VHULRXV"´ 

³1RW�\HW��2XU�GDWD�VXJJHVW�WKDW��IRU�WKH�NLQG�RI�GHSUHVVLRQ�VKH�LV�WUHQGLQJ�WRZDUGV��VRPH�VLPSOH�
adjustments will get her back on track.  Our plan is to load her night aroma with stress releasing scents. 
The bubble gum flavor she selected is likely tricking her brain into thinking it will receive sugar, and 
keeping her stimulated.  We have turned her bracelet blue so that her friends and teachers understand 
that they shoulG�NHHS�DQ�H\H�RQ�KHU�DQG�JLYH�KHU�D�OLWWOH�H[WUD�DWWHQWLRQ��:H¶YH�DOWHUHG�KHU�QHZV�IHHG�WR�
stories that make her happy. Her homework will get a little easier to help her feel challenged, yet in 
control of her outcomes, and we have increased her treadmill rHTXLUHPHQWV��6KH¶OO�KDYH�WR�VSHQG�D�ELW�
more time walking before watching her shows." 

³6KRXOG�ZH�EH�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�PHGLFDWLRQ"´ 

³0\�VXSHUYLVRU��QXUVH�0LNH�GRHVQ¶W�WKLQN�WKDW¶V�ZDUUDQWHG�\HW��EXW�ZH�KDYH�EHHQ�PRQLWRULQJ�KHU�VWRRO�
samples so that if and when WKDW�LV�ZDUUDQWHG��ZH¶OO�EH�UHDG\�WR�VHQG�SHUVRQDOL]HG�VSHFLILFDWLRQV�WR�ؒO�伀�䌀䌀�W଀KVKH
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Sitting on her couch, Jay remembered a story that a fellow nurse, working in geriatrics, had told about a 
building owner in the northeastern U.S. who had transformed her building and its services so aging 
residents could stay in their homes.  

Educated as both a city planner and a geriatric nurse, Jay knew she would have to consider all the city 
regulations to scale such a model. She made a bee-line to the computer the next morning and opened 
the AI-as-a-service app. 

³*RRG�PRUQLQJ�-D\��+RZ�FDQ�,�DVVLVW�\RX"´ 

³+H\�WKHUH�$,VKD�² ,�ZDQW�WR�GHVLJQ�D�FLW\�WKDW�ZLOO�KHOS�VHQLRUV�VWD\�LQ�WKHLU�KRPHV�DV�WKH\�DJH�´ 

AIsha parsed through all the literature published on age-related illness, architecture, and city planning as 
ZHOO�DV�WKH�FLW\¶V�GDWD�RQ�LWV�VWUXFWXUHV��(DFK�VWUXFWXUH�IURP�KRPHV�WR�WUDLQ�WUDFNV�ZHUH�RXWILWWHG�ZLWK�
sensors that provided real-time information on elevator issues, early pest issues, asbestos, and more. 

Jay poured herself a cup of coffee and when she returned to her desk she scanned through what AIsha 
had found. In front of her was a list with details of city policies and ordinances that might help or challenge 
her efforts, each with examples of projects related to the specific regulation and to her project. 

http://www.rwjf.org/
http://www.rwjf.org/twitter
http://www.rwjf.org/facebook
http://www.rwjf.org/

