
Dr. Sharmaine Lawson (00:15):

West Virginia has a history of poor health outcomes. Many people experience food insecurity and
financial instability. West Virginia is rural, and this makes it difficult for people to find tru
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people to put out a fire, but not how to evacuate the patients during the fire." The same can be said for
how we handle infectious diseases. We train people what they should �ng 
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prepared for disaster and public health emergency response, rapid action is needed. So w
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practicing psychiatric mental health nurse and member of The Future of Nursing 2020-2030 consensus
study committee. During the pandemic, Marcus saw that it was critical for hospitals to invest resources
in finding creative solutions to protect and support nurses during public health emergencies.

Marcus Henderson (19:42):

There's a lot of work to be done if less than 10% of hospitals have bit the bullet to say, "We're going to
show that we invest in nursing." So I think there is still a lot of work to be done. It comes in pockets, and I
think COVID has shown us that these workforce issu�s 
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A lot of what we do, pretty much everything we do has 10, 20 years, quite a few decades of best
practices that have only been improved upon as the years, as the decades have gone on. Tr
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If you want to learn more about what your organization can do to strengthen, prepare, and
protect nurses during public health emergencies, check out The Future of Nursing 2020-2030 report. You
can visit the homepage at nap.edu/nursing2030. As always, thanks for listening.
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