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Women’s Health 

Advancing Maternal Health Equity and Reducing Maternal Morbidity and Mortality: 
Proceedings of a Workshop (2021) 

The United States faces an alarmingly high rate of maternal morbidity and mortality, 
distinguishing it from other high-income countries that have achieved decreases in these rates 
in recent years. U.S. maternal morbidity and mortality rates are disproportionate across racial, 
ethnic, socioeconomic, and geographic groups. Statistics on maternal health outcomes reveal 
that there are challenges to protecting both the lives and future health of birthing people and 
their children. 

Birth Settings in America: Outcomes, Quality, Access, and Choice (2020) 

The delivery of high quality and equitable care for both mothers and newborns is complex and 
requires efforts across many sectors. The United States spends more on childbirth than any 
other country in the world, yet outcomes are worse than other high-resource countries, and 
even worse for Black and Native American women. There are a variety of factors that influence 
childbirth, including social determinants such as income, educational levels, access to care, 
financing, transportation, structural racism and geographic variability in birth settings. It is 
important to reevaluate the United States' approach to maternal and newborn care through the 
lens of these factors across multiple disciplines. 

Challenges in the Provision of Lifesaving Care for Pregnant Patients Following the Overturn 
of Roe v. Wade: Proceedings of a Workshop–in Brief (2023) 

State laws restricting abortion often contain some degree of exception to save the life of the 
pregnant person, but varying legal interpretations of those exceptions may create a confusing 
legal landscape for clinicians and lead to delays providing lifesaving treatment. The National 
Academies Standing Committee on Reproductive Health, Equity, and Society held a public 
workshop in an After Roe series to explore the 
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Estimating the Prevalence of Human Trafficking in the United States: Considerations and 
Complexities: Proceedings of a Workshop–in Brief (2019) 

A 2-day public workshop on estimating the prevalence of human trafficking in the United States 
was held by the Committee on National Statistics in collaboration with the Committee on 
Population April 8-9, 2019. The workshop explored current and innovative sampling methods, 







 
 

Federal Policy to Advance Racial, Ethnic, and Tribal Health Equity (2023) 



 
 

historical and structural factors that lead to entrenched poverty were examined as well as 
promising interventions for addressing them. Importantly, these sessions included a 
conversation with community leaders on their experiences with and work on intergenerational 
poverty as well as key data and trends on this topic. 

Integrating Public and Ecosystem Health Systems to Foster Resilience: A Workshop to 
Identify Research to Bridge the Knowledge-to-Action Gap: Proceedings of a Workshop 
(2023) 

Ecosystems form the foundation upon which society can survive and thrive, providing food, 
water, air, materials, and recreation. These connections between people and their environments 
are under stress from human-



 
 


