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CLIMATE AND HEALTH DAY OF THE US CLIMATE ACTION SUMMIT AGENDA 

Thursday, April 25, 2024

followed by a social reception. The goals of the public program are to hear from global leaders on 
driving actionable change to address climate change; to delve into the impacts of climate change on 
health, including risks, impacts, and equitable solutions; highlight opportunities for  cross-sectoral 
collaboration for mitigation and adaptation; and explore mechanisms for creating climate-resilient 
communities. 

In addition to the above program, the day will also  include the launch of the NAM’s new initiative on 
“Accelerating the National Climate and Health Movement.” This initiative is intended to build upon 
and sustain the groundswell of health sector organizations addressing climate and health across the 
nation. 

Any questions? Please contact Chris Hanley, NAM Climate Grand Challenge Director, chanley@nas.edu.  

Time (ET) Activity  Details  
12.00-12:30 Lunch for in-person attendees     
12:30-12:40 Introduction and Welcome   Victor Dzau, National Academy of Medicine  

Bechara Choucair, Kaiser Permanente 
Angela Barranco, Climate Group 
 

12:40-12:50 Opening Remarks  Ali Zaidi, White House Climate Policy Office  
 

12:50-1:50 Panel 1: Special Panel of Global Health 
Leaders 
 
 
 

Moderator: Judith Rodin, Rockefeller Foundation 
and University of Pennsylvania 



 

This panel will delve into the multifaceted 
impacts of climate change on health while also 
exploring equitable solutions to address these 
challenges. Panelists will discuss not only the 
various health risks posed by climate change but 
also the disproportionate burden borne by 
marginalized and underserved communities. 
Panelists will be asked to highlight initiatives and 
interventions aimed at promoting health equity, 
such as equitable access to healthcare services, 
community -
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PAM CHENG, Executive Vice President, Global Operations, IT & Chief 
Sustainability Officer, AstraZeneca  
 
Pam was appointed Executive Vice-President, Operations & Information 

Technology in June 2015 and assumed additional responsibility for the 
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During Dzau’s tenure, the NAM has launched important initiatives including the Global Health 
Risk Framework, the Human Genome Editing Initiative, the Action Collaborative on Clinician 
Well-Being and Resilience, and the Healthy Longevity Grand Challenge. In 2020, the NAM 
launched the Grand Challenge on Climate Change, Human Health, and Equity, a multi-year 
global initiative to improve and protect human health, well-being, and equity by working to 
transform systems that both contribute to and are impacted by climate change. In 2021, Dzau 
inaugurated the NAM Action Collaborative on Decarbonizing the Health Sector, bringing 
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climate resilience, promote learning about the health impacts of climate change, and address 
environmental justice issues. Jess’s work has focused on community-based participatory research in public 
health and environmental health. Before coming to NACHC, Jess held various positions with AMOS Health 
and Hope in Managua, Nicaragua focused on community based primary health care. She also served as 
the Health Equity Evaluator at the New Mexico Department of Health in response to COVID-19. In 
addition to her ro le at NACHC, Jess leads a course on Monitoring and Evaluation for non-profits and civil 
society organizations at the United Nations University for Peace, in San Jose, Costa Rica. Jess received her 
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RENEE SALAS, NAM Interest Group-19 Chair (ex-officio), Harvard Medical 
School and Massachusetts General Hospital 
 
Dr. Renee N. Salas is the Founding Director of The Cooperative. She is a 
guest editor for The New England Journal of Medicine (NEJM) Group’s 
“Fossil-fuel Pollution and Climate Change” series and serves as the Co-
Director of NEJM Group’s Climate Crisis and Clinical Practice Initiative. Dr. 
Salas is also a member of the global Lancet Countdown on Health and 
Climate Change, serving as the lead author of the U.S. Brief between 2018 to 
2021 – moving to senior author in 2022 –
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healthier, more equitable communities reflects her unwavering dedication to creating a healthier future 
for all. 
 
 

JOSHUA B. WEIL, Emergency Physician, Kaiser Permanente 
 
Dr. Weil is an Emergency Physician at Kaiser Hospital in Santa Rosa since 1998.  
He grew up in Northern California and completed his B.A. degree at the 
University of California, San Diego, his medical degree from the University of 
Illinois, Chicago, and then his residency training at UC Davis Medical Center.  
He has served numerous senior leadership roles locally and regionally with 
Kaiser Permanente, Northern California.  In 2017 he was on duty in the 
Emergency Department when the Tubbs Fire swept through Santa Rosa, CA, 
destroying over 5000 buildings and causing widespread destruction. He was 
the Incident Commander responsible for evacuating Kaiser Hospital. A strong 
interest in volunteerism and disaster medicine has taken him to Sri Lanka 

following the tsunami, Louisiana after Hurricane Katrina, Haiti to respond to the earthquake, and the 
Philippines following Typhoon Haiyan.  Locally he has served on the Board of Directors for the American 
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ALI ZAIDI , Assistant to the President and National Climate Advisor, White 
House Climate Policy Office  
 
Ali Zaidi serves as Assistant to the President and National Climate Advisor. In 
this role, he leads the White House Climate Policy Office, which coordinates 
policy development and President Biden’s all-of-government approach to 
tackle the climate crisis, create good-paying, union jobs, and advance 
environmental justice.  Zaidi is a longtime advisor to President Biden, having 
provided counsel and leadership on climate policy development, legislation, 
and executive action from day one of the Administration and on the Biden 
presidential transition and campaign.  Before his current role, he served as 

Deputy National Climate Advisor. During his time in the Biden-Harris Administration, Zaidi has led on 



1 
v. September 2023 

 

 
Nowhere are the effects of climate change manifesting more clearly than in human health. While many consider 
climate change to be a looming environmental  threat�³ one that stands to impact future generations more so 
than today�³ millions of people die globally  every year because of health issues linked to climate change. 
Further, these health threats and impacts are not evenly distributed  or experienced across geographies or 
populations, but rather,  are disproportionately burdening  historically and currently marginalized populations , 
due to systemic inequities. The climate  crisis is a public  health  and equity  crisis that  will  continue  to  pose 
significant  threats in the absence of concerted action.  
 
Recognizing that climate change is among the most important and urgent global health threats and 
opportunities of the 21st Century, the U.S. National Academy of Medicine (NAM) launched a Grand Challenge 
on Climate Change, Human Health, and Equity  in 2020. The Climate Grand Challenge is a multi-year global 
initiative to improve and protect human health, well -being, and equity by working to transform systems that 
both contribute to and are impacted by climate change. The initiative will highlight the mo st robust actions to 
address climate change that could yield a healthier, more equitable, and more resilient society. To this end, the 
Climate Grand Challenge has the following strategic objectives: 
 

�¾ Communicate the climate crisis as a public health and eq uity crisis.  Across the Climate Grand 
Challenge workstreams, the NAM will communicate and elevate the impacts of climate change on 
health and equity, as well as evidence-informed opportunities for mitigation, adaptation , and resilience. 
Public awareness of 
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�¾ Reduce the carbon  footprint  of  the U.S. health  sector. While transformation  is necessary across all 
major systems, there is an immediate, actionable opportunity  for the NAM to catalyze transformation 
within  the U.S. health sector, which is responsible for 8.5% of U.S. carbon emissions and 25% of health 
sector carbon emissions worldwide. As such, NAM launched an Action Collaborative on Decarbonizing 
the U.S. Health Sector (Climate Collaborative) in 2021. The Climate Collaborative is a public-private 
partnership, mobilizing over 60 leaders from across the federal government, biomedical and 
pharmaceutical industries, hospital systems, private payers, health professions, and more, to co-develop 
and implement a shared action agenda to reduce the carbon footprint of the health sector and 
strengthen its resilience. The Climate Collaborative is focused on four priority areas, including: health 
care supply chain and infrastructure; health care delivery; health professional education and 
communication; and policy, financing, and metrics. The Collaborative will operate on 2 -year renewable 
cycles. The first cycle began in September 2021 and will run through December 2023, and the second 
cycle will launch in January 2024. It is anticipated that it will take a minimum of 2 -3 cycles to achieve 
the C�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H�·�V goals. 

 
�¾ Accelerate research  and innovation at  the nexus  of  climate  change, human  health , and equitv1z517.03 984 684.82 Tm
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The health sector is a key contributor to climate change, generating 4.4% of carbon emissions globally and 
8.5% of emissions in the United States. We must collectively address climate change as an existential threat 
to human life, health, and well-being. Important work is underway, as the health sector is primed to act and 
make changes to improve the lives of communities around the country. Together, we can address the health 
impacts of climate change and accelerate the groundswell of support and action across our sector to make 
further progress every day. 

Your role in the Climate and Health Movement

Join the National Academy of Medicine (NAM) in Accelerating the National Climate and Health Movement 
to build and sustain momentum toward decarbonizing the health sector while strengthening its sustainability 
and resilience. This initiative will energize the entire U.S. health sector by providing guidance, resources, and 
facilitating relationships across participant organizations. By joining, your organization will have opportunities 
to forge new and exciting collaborations at virtual and in-person events, such as roundtables and an annual 
climate and health summit, receive highlights about the most impactful climate work, and track collective 
progress.

The NAM will serve as a coordinating body that provides opportunities for: 

• Increasing visibility of existing efforts

• Forming new connections, opportunities, and partnerships

• Highlighting progress and achievements

• Receiving early access to NAM resources and events

• Showcasing the landscape of actors and actions

• Learning opportunities from leading organizations in climate and health 

Your organization will also be featured in a digital showcase later this year, illustrating the full landscape of 
health-related organizations working toward key climate change-related goals. The NAM welcomes any 
health-related organization to join us in accelerating the national climate and health movement, no matter 
where they are in their sustainability journey.

About the NAM’s Commitment to Addressing Climate and Health 

In 2021, the NAM launched the Action Collaborative on Decarbonizing the U.S. Health Sector—a public-private 
partnership of over 130 organizations, all committed to co-developing and implementing a shared action agenda 
to address the health sector’s environmental impact. The Collaborative is a part of the NAM’s Grand Challenge on 
Climate Change, Human Health, and Equity—a multi-year global initiative to improve and protect human health, 
well-being, and equity by working to transform systems that both contribute to and are impacted by climate change.

Accelerating the National 
Climate and Health Movement

Learn more & accelerate the movement:  

nam.edu/ClimateMovement





https://nam.edu/programs/climate-change-and-human-health/climate-communities-network/climate-communities-network-members-and-strategic-partners/
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